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2018 OML Legislative Overview 
 

Bills of Municipal Interest that did NOT Pass 
 

On February 5th, the Second Session of the 56th Legislature began at noon with Governor Fallin 
presenting her last State of the State address.  The legislature had filed 2,769 bills and joint 
resolutions and had 1,990 carryover bills from the previous year. OML was once again busy 
representing Oklahoma cities and towns at the State Capitol. Some of the hot topics were attacks 
on local control, guns, protection of municipal sales tax, and many other issues that are driven by 
the legislators’ constituents.   
 
Protecting local control is one of our primary focuses when it comes to advocating for cities and 
towns.  The State legislature sees it differently. Allowing you to control what is best for your 
municipalities has become challenging with think tanks or ideas that are being passed in other 
states but not here. As we say around our office, local control at the state level. 
 
There were numerous bills that attempted to preempt cities and towns from passing any 
ordinances, rules, regulations or policies for a variety of things from guns, plastic bags, elections 
to regulating zoning for lenders.   
 
Here are just a few of the bills we were successful in stopping: 
 
SB 1465 by Sen. James Leewright (R-Bristow) and Rep. Tim Downing (R-Purcell) would have 
prohibited any political subdivision from restricting, taxing, prohibiting or issuing any ordinance 
regulating the use, disposition or sale of auxiliary containers. Auxiliary container means any bag, 
cup, package, container, bottle or other packaging that is made of cloth, paper, plastic, including 
foamed or expanded plastic, cardboard, corrugated material, aluminum, glass, post-consumer 
recycled material or similar material including, but not limited to, coated or laminated materials.   
 
OML was up against several lobbyists as we worked to assure this bill would not receive a 
hearing.  It came down to the last floor deadline in the House as we waited to see if it would be 
heard.  As the deadline came and went, so did the bill.   
 
SB 1032 by Sen. Josh Brecheen (R-Coalgate) provided new state requirements for the sale or 
placement of any lease-backed or lease revenue bond, note, lease or other obligation to 
construct or acquire any facility for the benefit of a municipality. Proposals were required from a 
list provided by the State Bond Advisor, if the lowest bidder is not selected, written justification 
must be provided to the State Auditor and the State Bond Advisor. The bill received a “do pass” 
recommendation in the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government and 
Transportation.  However, it failed in the full Senate Appropriations and Budget Committee by a 
vote of 11-27. 
 
HB 2671 by Rep. Chuck Strohm (R-Jenks) amended 26 O.S. Section 3-101 by altering available 
election dates for county, school district, technology center school district, municipality or other 
political subdivision elections for any purpose other than to fill an elective office. All currently 
available dates are removed and the “second Tuesday in February” is substituted. All other 
“elections shall be held on the dates of the State Primary, Runoff Primary or General Elections or 
the state Presidential Preferential Primary Election”. 
 
The bill was laid over in the House Elections and Ethics Committee and never heard.  
 
SB 1494 by Sen. Leewright (R-Bristow) and Rep. Mark Lawson (R-Sapulpa) prohibited any 
political subdivision from preventing, restricting or discouraging any lender from lending in 
compliance with Article 3 of Title 14A and Chapter 57 of Title 59.  The prohibition also extends to 
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stopping a lender from operating in any location properly zoned for such commercial activities or 
to creating disincentives for making loans.   
 
The bill was pulled from the House Banking and Business Committee agenda at our request. 
 
SB 1259 by Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) provided that the Board of County 
Commissioners would have the authority to approve or disapprove any attempt by a municipality 
to de-annex property to a county.   
 
The bill passed out of the Senate General Government Committee with the title stricken but was 
never heard by the full Senate. 
 
SB 1272 by Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) authorized county commissioners that receive, 
as a result of the failure to pay taxes, any real property, otherwise designated as a common area, 
greenbelt or detention pond for a neighborhood development, to transfer ownership to the 
municipality that created the areas or shall have the authority to invoice the municipality for 
maintenance and care of such areas. 
 
The bill passed out of the Senate General Government Committee with the title stricken but was 
never heard by the full Senate. 
 
SB 1279 by Sen. Jason Smalley (R-Stroud) and Rep. Kyle Hilbert (R-Depew) amended the Local 
Development Act in a number of ways including changes to historic preservation and tools of the 
act may not be used in areas where investment, development and economic growth “is occurring 
at a rate consistent with, or greater than, the governing body’s jurisdiction as a whole”.  Tax 
increments would have only been allowed for that portion of the tax under jurisdiction of another 
local taxing entity by written agreement between the other local taxing entity and the governing 
body of the city, town or county.” 
 
The bill failed in the full Senate Appropriations and Budget Committee by a vote of 10-21. 
 
SB 1369 by Sen. Chris Kidd (R-Addington) and Rep. John Paul Jordan (R-Yukon) was originally 
introduced and would have amended the Fire and Police Arbitration Act at 11 O.S. Section 51-
102 by changing the definition of “Board” from PERB to an Arbitration Board appointed as 
contained in the bill.   
 
It was amended before hitting the Senate floor with language requiring the police or firefighters to 
use the Labor Commissioner or his or her designee to certify the unions.  It also required the use 
of the Federal Mediation Conciliatory Services (FMCS) to solve any dispute between them and 
the city.  OML had several meetings with the FOP and PFFO and Lesa Smaligo, Broken Arrow 
contract lobbyist, regarding the language to express our concerns.  The unions came back with 
new language to set up a five (5) member Arbitration board consisting of two (2) union 
representatives and two (2) municipal representatives with the neutral person being selected from 
Region IV of FMCS.   After all parties involved took it back to their boards, the unions decided 
they wanted to not pursue SB 1369.   
 
We all met with Rep. Jordan to share with him our desire to not pursue this bill this year.  
Therefore, SB 1369 became dormant for the Session. 
 
SB 1174 by Sen Kimberly David (R-Porter) created the Freedom to Work Act prohibiting a 
political subdivision from imposing any occupational fees or licensing requirements on any 
profession if the political subdivision does not already impose occupational fees or licensing 
requirements on that profession. Existing regulation may continue on condition that the 
occupational fees do not exceed $25 per year.   If the fees exceed $25, then the licensing 
authority shall immediately reduce fees to the limits of this bill.  No regulations can add additional 
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licensing requirements to those already imposed by a state licensing authority. Municipalities 
must stop fees and licensing requirements if a state licensing authority imposes any new 
requirements on any profession that was previously unregulated by the state. Fees must be 
waived for low-income individuals and military families. State and political subdivision licensing 
authorities must terminate all existing contracts with professional lobbyists and private entities 
that include a scope of work to provide lobbying services for a licensing authority.  No new 
lobbying services may be purchased using funds from procurement or the income from a 
licensing authority’s activities. The bill contains further detailed regulations, limitations and 
prohibitions. Finally, no political subdivisions can enforce minimum wage laws that differ from this 
state’s minimum wage laws.  
 
The bill was pulled from the House Banking and Business Committee agenda at our request. 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF BILLS SUMMARY: 
 
There are four ways that a bill can go into effect. If the measure has only an emergency clause, it 
will go into effect upon the Governor’s signature. However, if a bill has an effective date, the new 
law will go into effect on the date declared in the bill. If there is no effective date or emergency 
clause included, the law automatically becomes effective 90 days after Sine Die adjournment. If 
the bill has an effective date and an emergency clause, as do most appropriation measures, it will 
go into effect on the effective date. If the bill says “not codified,” these sections of law do not 
require permanent inclusion in state statutes, such as appropriations sections or matters of a 
limited-time nature. 
 

HOUSE BILLS OF MUNICIPAL INTEREST THAT PASSED: 
 
Occupancy Tax/Repeal:  HB 1012XX by Rep. Kevin Wallace (R-Wellston) and Sen. Kim David 
(R-Porter) repeals the $5 State of Oklahoma lodging fee that was signed by Governor Fallin on 
March 29, 2018. The Oklahoma Occupancy Tax Act, was created by Sections 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14 & 15 of Enrolled HB 1010 of the 2nd Extraordinary Session of the 56th Legislature. In HB 1012 
they are hereby repealed. The bill went into effect on April 10, 2018. 
 
Internet Sales Tax:  HB 1019XX by Rep. Kevin Wallace (R-Wellston) and Sen. Kim David (R-
Porter) creates new law impacting a marketplace facilitator or a referrer and their duty to collect 
sales/use tax. If a marketplace facilitator or a referrer that had aggregate sales of tangible 
personal property within this state or delivered to locations within this state worth at least 
$10,000, during the immediately preceding twelve-calendar-month period, they shall file an 
election with the Tax Commission to collect and remit tax imposed under Section 1354 or 1402 of 
Title 68 or to comply with the notice and reporting requirements. The bill specifies when the 
election applies and to which sales, specifics of the notice requirement, if no election is made to 
collect tax shall provide a written report to each purchaser consistent with the bills requirements.   
The apportionment in 68 O.S. Section 1403 is altered to require for FY 2019 19.6 million and for 
FY 2020 and thereafter $20.5 million to the Department of Education. The bill went into effect on 
April 10, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Sex Offender Registration:  HB 1124 by Rep. Kyle Hilbert (R-Depew) and 
Sen. James Leewright (R-Bristow) creates the Justice for Danyelle Act of 2018. It adds the 
residence of a victim of a sex crime to the zone of safety in which a sex offender is not permitted 
to live. It also prohibits a person from loitering within 1,000 feet of the residence of his or her 
victim if the person who committed a sex crime against the victim has been convicted of the 
crime, and the person is required to register pursuant to the Sex Offenders Registration Act.  The 
bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Constructions Industries Board:  HB 1280 by Rep. Kevin Wallace (R-Wellston) and Sen. 
James Leewright (R-Bristow) creates a new authority for the Construction Industries Board 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2S/HB/1012.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2S/HB/1019.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/1124.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/1280.pdf
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including a website, contractual authority with Department of Career and Technology Education 
and establishment of the Skilled Trade Education and Workforce Development Fund.  The Fund 
consists of an annual transfer of fully adjudicated fine revenue received in the following revolving 
funds:  Mechanical Licensing, Electrical, Plumbing Licensing or Roofing Contractor Registration. 
This Fund can be spent on a number of costs including instructional materials relating to 
plumbing, mechanical, electrical and roofing trades and state licensing standards, cost of 
equipment, materials, personnel and other costs in developing/implementing the workforce 
development programs and advancement of trade-related education and workforce development. 
The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
School Surplus Property/Housing Authority:  HB 1334 by Rep. Chuck Hoskin (D-Vinita) and 
Sen. John Sparks (D-Norman) amends 70 O.S. Section 5-117 allowing the board of education of 
any school district to transfer title to unimproved real property to a municipal or other local 
housing authority in order for such housing authority to construct single family dwellings or 
multifamily dwellings on such real property. The bill takes effect on August 2, 2018. 
 
Retirement & Pension Systems:  HB 1340 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) and Sen. 
Greg Treat (R-OKC) amends the Oklahoma Pension Legislation Actuarial Analysis Act by adding 
to the definition of a non-fiscal bill. Added is a provision for a one-time increase in retirement 
benefits if the increase in retirement benefits is not a permanent increase in the gross annual 
retirement benefit payable to a member or beneficiary, occurs only once pursuant to a single 
statutory authorization and does not exceed four (4) alternative benefit increases/funded ratios. 
The retirement benefits increase in the alternatives if higher funded ratios are maintained. As an 
example, included is the lesser of 2% of the gross annual retirement benefit of the member or 
$1,000 if the funded ratio of the affected retirement system would not be less than 60% but not 
greater than 80% after the benefit increase is paid. New law defines “funded ratio” including that 
the rate of return on public retirement system assets for computation of the funded ratio shall not 
exceed 7.5% but shall be computed using any assumed rate of return utilized by the applicable 
retirement system if such rate or return does not exceed 7.5%. The bill requires a minimum $350 
one-time distribution to members of a retirement system for at least 20 years.  Effective October 
1, 2018, a public retirement system shall make a one-time distribution, consistent with one of the 
four above alternative benefit increases/funded ratios, to retired members who have retired for a 
period of 5 or more years. In addition, new law recites the need for retiree benefit increases since 
the last authorization in 2008, and the modification of a non-fiscal bill is a prudent response to the 
needs of retirees and is consistent with obligations for prudent and conservative management.  
The bill takes effect on September 1, 2018. 
 
Jail/Inspections:  HB 1461 by Rep. Greg Babinec (R-Cushing) and Sen. Paul Rosino (R-OKC) 
amends jail inspections in 74 O.S. Section 192 removing references to the American Correctional 
Association Standards, substituting “detention officer” for jailer and amending current law on 
inspection reports including closure of a deficient facility.  The bill takes effect on November 1, 
2018. 
 
Monuments:  HB 2177 by Rep. John Bennett (R-Sallisaw) and Sen. Joseph Silk (R-Broken Bow) 
authorizes municipalities, counties, schools or other political subdivisions to display in its public 
buildings, on its grounds, replicas of the Ten Commandments.  The bill authorizes the Attorney 
General to prepare and present a legal defense of the display if it is challenged in a court of law.  
The bill takes effect on August 2, 2018. 
 
Police Pension and Retirement System:  HB 2515 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) and 
Sen. Marty Quinn (R-Claremore) modifies statutory references related to forfeiture of retirement 
benefits as established in the Oklahoma Police Pension and Retirement System. It requires all 
benefits payable from the system, including payments from the deferred option plans, to be paid 
from the general assets of the fund. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/1334.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/1340.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/1461.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2177.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2515.pdf
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Public Employees Pensions/Benefit:  HB 2516 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) and Sen. 
Adam Pugh (R-Edmond) changes the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement system regarding 
service credit for unused sick leave.  In addition, 74 O.S. Section 913.4 is amended to provide 
that any elected official first elected or appointed to an elected office on or after November 1, 
2011, who has a minimum of 10 years “elected or appointed service” may retire under the early 
retirement provisions of this act.  Current law is triggered by 10 years of “participating” service. 
The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Firearms:  HB 2527 by Rep. Bobby Cleveland (R-Slaughterville) and Sen. 
Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) allows the sheriff of any county to authorize employees who are 
in possession of a valid handgun license issued pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-
Defense Act to carry a concealed handgun when acting in the course and scope of employment 
within the courthouses of the county in which he or she is employed. It provides that the 
provisions of the bill do not allow the county employee to carry the handgun into a courtroom. The 
bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Fire Protection District/Withdrawal:  HB 2581 by Rep. Mark Lepak (R-Claremore) and Sen. 
Marty Quinn (R-Claremore) amends 19 O.S. Section 901.23 regarding who can withdraw from a 
Fire Protection District. Current law requires 51% of homeowners with one (1) acre or less. The 
bill removes one acre and substitutes three (3) acres or less. The bill takes effect on November 1, 
2018. 
 
Elections:  HB 2592 by Rep. Ross Ford (R-Broken Arrow) and Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-Broken 
Arrow) authorizes the Secretary of the State Election Board to keep confidential the residence 
and mailing address of the immediate family of law enforcement personnel.  Immediate family 
means a spouse, child by birth or adoption, stepchild or parent living at the same residence as 
the law enforcement personnel. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Firearms:  HB 2625 by Rep. Kevin West (R-Moore) and Sen. Micheal 
Bergstrom (R-Adair) clarifies reference to carrying a firearm in the state to throughout the state. 
The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Firearms/Places of Worship:  HB 2632 by Rep. Greg Babinec (R-Cushing) 
and Sen. Micheal Bergstrom (R-Adair) adds places of worship to the places in which a person 
can use physical or deadly force against an intruder. It also permits places of worship to establish 
policies regarding the possession of weapons on property. The bill requires the person who uses 
defensive force to know or to have a reasonable belief that the person against whom the 
defensive force was used entered or was attempting to enter into a dwelling, residence, occupied 
vehicle, place of business or place of worship for the purpose of committing a forcible felony and 
that the defensive force was necessary to prevent the commission of the forcible felony. The bill 
defines the term "place of worship" as the following: 

a. any permanent building, structure, facility or office space owned, leased, 
rented or borrowed, on a full-time basis, when used for worship services, 
activities and business of the congregation, which may include, but not be 
limited to, churches, temples, synagogues and mosques, and 

b. any permanent building, structure, facility or office space owned, leased, 
rented or borrowed for use on a temporary basis, when used for worship 
services, activities and business of the congregation including, but not 
limited to, churches, temples, synagogues and mosques. 

The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2516.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2527.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2581.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2592.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2625.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2632.pdf
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DUI/Enhanced Punishment:  HB 2643 by Rep. Dustin Roberts (R-Durant) and Sen. Greg Treat 
(R-OKC) amends 47 O.S. Section 11-902 removing current language regarding the district 
attorney seeking to enhance punishment. The bill went into effect on April 23, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Trash:  HB 2702 by Rep. Jon Echols (R-OKC) and Sen. Eddie Fields (R-
Wynona) provides a penalty for any person convicted of violating dumping furniture or any item 
exceeds fifty (50) pounds by a fine of not less than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) nor more 
than Six Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($6,500.00) or by imprisonment in the county jail for not 
more than sixty (60) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  It also increases the state 
traffic citation from Four Hundred Dollars ($400) to Five Hundred Dollars ($500).  If the citation is 
issued by a peace officer of a county of this state, the funds allocated by this paragraph shall be 
transferred to the general fund of the county of the law enforcement officer issuing the citation.  
The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Workers’ Compensation:  HB 2722 by Rep. Todd Russ (R-Cordell) and Sen. Mark Allen (R-
Spiro) amends Workers’ Compensation by altering the definition of “employee.”  The definition 
adds “ranching” to the definition.  This exemption applies to any period of time for which such 
employment exists, irrespective of whether or not the person is employed in other activities for 
which the exemption does not apply.  If the person is employed for part of a year in exempt 
activities and for part of a year in nonexempt activities, the employer shall be responsible for 
providing workers' compensation only for the period of time for which the person is employed in 
nonexempt activities. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Opioids:  HB 2798 by Rep. Tim Downing (R-Purcell) and Sen. A J Griffin (R-
Guthrie) creates the Opioid Overdose Fatality Review Board within the Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services and sets up duties and responsibility of the board in 
reviewing opioid deaths across the state. One of the representatives on the board is a chief of a 
municipal police department selected from a list of three names submitted by the Oklahoma 
Association of Chiefs of Police. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Elections/Initiative Referendums:  HB 2827 by Rep. Jon Echols (R-OKC) and Sen. Nathan 
Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) amends 34 O.S. Section 9 altering the procedure for initiative and 
referendum.  The ballot title procedure is changed by starting the 10 business day time clock 
upon completion of the review, and if necessary, the filing of a ballot title in compliance with the 
law, by the Attorney General.  Current law starts the time clock after publication of the notice 
required by subsection I of Section 8 of Title 34. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Oklahoma Drug Court:  HB 2881 by Rep. Josh West (R-Grove) and Sen. Greg Treat (R-OKC) 
removes language that prohibits a person arrested on a warrant from being eligible for the drug 
court program without the approval of the district attorney. It modifies the time period for review of 
an offender for a drug court program to any time prior to disposition of the case and sentencing of 
the offender. HB 2881 establishes notice requirements for offenders seeking drug court review. 
The bill modifies drug court eligibility. The bill removes the prohibition on a judge from amending 
the written plea agreement after an offender has been admitted to the drug court program. The 
bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Public Competitive Bidding:  HB 2923 by Rep. Avery Frix (R-Muskogee) and Sen. Stephanie 
Bice (R-OKC) amends 61 O.S. Section 110 to authorize the Department of Transportation and 
the Turnpike Authority to be exempt from current law’s requirement that sealed bids be opened 
only at the time and place in the bidding documents and read aloud.  The exemption is activated 
if the agency electronically publishes the bids on the website of the agency. The bill went into 
effect on May 7, 2018. 
 
Controlled Dangerous Substances/Electronic Prescribing:  HB 2931 by Rep. Glen Mulready 
(R-Tulsa) and Sen. A J Griffin (R-Guthrie) amends the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2643.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2702.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2722.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2798.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2827.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2881.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2923.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2931.pdf
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Act by requiring electronic prescriptions with several exceptions. The bill takes effect on January 
1, 2020.  
 
Occupational Licensing/Low-Income Waiver:  HB 2933 by Rep. Glen Mulready (R-Tulsa) and 
Sen. Kim David (R-Porter) creates new law in Title 59 impacting every administrative body, state 
agency director or official with authority over any occupational or professional license or 
certification, and each of the respective examining and licensing boards.  If an applicant is a low-
income individual, there must be a grant of a one-year waiver of any fees associated with the 
licensure or certification. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Electrical License Act/Supervisor Authority:  HB 2935 by Rep. Glen Mulready (R-Tulsa) and 
Sen. Julie Daniels (R-Bartlesville) amends the Electrical License Act by adding a definition of 
“electrical work” including what electrical work is not and an exception is created for Class 2 and 
Class 3 circuits provided NFPA 70 requirements are met.  In addition, no more than 3 apprentice 
electricians shall work under the supervision of a single journeyman or contractor. The bill takes 
effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Scrap Metal Dealer:  HB 2950 by Rep. Carol Bush (R-Tulsa) and Sen. Jason 
Smalley (R-Stroud) amends the Oklahoma Scrap Metal Dealer Act impacting photo identification, 
internet reporting method for municipalities, digital image, purchasing copper wire with 
documentation requested by law enforcement and scrap metal dealer purchasing a vehicle. The 
bill takes effect on November 1, 2018.  
 
Workers’ Compensation/Self-Insurers:  HB 2993 by Rep. Marcus McEntire (R-Duncan) and 
Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore) authorizes the use of specified funds as credit against 
assessments of the Self-insurance Guaranty Fund and impaired self-insurers. It modifies the 
sources for the Fund. It provides for the transfer of specified excess proceeds to the Fund and 
authorizes use as a credit against assessments for the Fund. The bill takes effect on November 
1, 2018. 
 
Pawnshop/Penalties:  HB 3070 by Rep. Rande Worthen (R-Lawton) and Sen. Greg Treat (R-
OKC) amends the Oklahoma Pawnshop Act by creating penalties for selling or pledging property 
to a pawnbroker who uses false or altered identification. The bill takes effect on November 1, 
2018. 
 
Groundwater/Turnpike Authority:  HB 3089 by Rep. Josh Cockroft (R-Tecumseh) and Sen. 
Darcy Jech (R-Kingfisher) amends 69 O.S. Section 1707 allowing groundwater rights to be 
severed from surface rights, upon the written request of the owner of land to be acquired. It 
prohibits, however, an owner of groundwater rights from having a right of access to the Oklahoma 
Turnpike Authority's surface rights.  The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Safety Act/Inspections:  HB 3151 by Rep. Jeff Coody (R-
Grandfield) and Sen. Lonnie Paxton (R-Tuttle) amends 40 O.S. Section 141.9 impacting the 
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Safety Act regarding inspections conducted incidental to issuance or 
renewal of boiler and machine insurance. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Taxation/Notice of Elections/Settlement:  HB 3156 by Rep. Earl Sears (R-Bartlesville) and 
Sen. Roger Thompson (R-Okemah) amends 11 O.S. Section 16-103.1 by removing the current 
requirement that municipalities send to the Oklahoma Tax Commission a notice of biennial town 
meeting or resolution calling for its regular municipal elections. Under the bill, municipalities would 
still send the notice to the county treasurer. In addition, the Tax Commission is authorized to 
settle a tax controversy in which the liability exceeds $25,000. Current law is $10,000. Changes 
are also made to seizure of cigarettes or tobacco products. The bill takes effect on July 1, 2018. 
 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2933.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2935.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2950.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/2993.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3070.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3089.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3151.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3156.pdf
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Law Enforcement/Stalking:  HB 3260 by Rep. Mark McBride (R-Moore) and Sen. Anthony 
Sykes (R-Moore) amends the definition of stalking in 21 O.S. Section 1173 by adding a definition 
of “following” to include a GPS device or other monitoring device. The bill went into effect on May 
1, 2018. 
 
Transportation:  HB 3290 by Rep. John Enns (R-Enid) and Sen. Jack Fry (R-Midwest City) 
amends 47 O.S. Section 11-309 by altering current law on driving in the left lane by removing “a 
roadway divided into four or more lanes” and substituting “a roadway”.  In addition, this paragraph 
shall not prohibit driving in the left lane of a roadway within the city limits of a municipality as long 
as the roadway is not part of the National System of Interstate and Defense Highways. The bill 
takes effect on November 1, 2018.  
 
Law Enforcement/Sex Offenders:  HB 3330 by Rep. Mike Sanders (R-Kingfisher) and Sen. A J 
Griffin (R-Guthrie) amends the Sex Offenders Registration Act by changing the residency 
restriction to add family child care homes. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Municipal Budgets:  HB 3347 by Rep. Sean Roberts (R-Hominy) and Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-
Broken Arrow) amends 11 O.S. Section 17-208 expanding the notice of a public hearing on a 
proposed municipal budget.  The notice of the date, time and place, together with the proposed 
budget shall be published “on the municipality’s website” and in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the municipality not less than “five (5)” days before the date of the hearing.  The bill 
also removes current law regarding the limited publication requirements for small municipalities 
when the total operating budget, not including debt service, does not exceed $12,000 per year.  
Under current law, for these small communities the proposed budget and notice may be posted at 
the governing body’s principal headquarters in lieu of publication in a newspaper. The bill takes 
effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Firearms/Unlawful Carry:  HB 3353 by Rep. Sean Roberts (R-Hominy) and Sen. Nathan Dahm 
(R-Broken Arrow) amends unlawful carry of firearms to remove “billy” from current law’s 
prohibition and exclude a “wildlife refuge or wildlife management area”. In addition, a person with 
a valid handgun license is authorized to carry such concealed or unconcealed handgun while 
“scouting as it relates to hunting or fishing”. Current law says “bow” hunting. The bill takes effect 
on November 1, 2018. 
 
Railroads:  HB 3388 by Rep. Roger Ford (R-Midwest City) and Sen. Jack Fry (R-Midwest City) 
amends 66 O.S. Section 128 impacting the duty of a railroad company to construct and maintain 
crossings in accordance with the recommendations in the U.S. Department of Transportation 
Railroad-Highway Grade Crossing Handbook.  If there is failure to perform this duty for 30 days 
after written notice by the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, the company shall be subject to a 
contempt proceeding before the Commission. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Water/Marginal Water:  HB 3405 by Rep. Weldon Watson (R-Tulsa) and Sen. Eddie Fields (R-
Wynona) amends 82 O.S. Section 1020.1 by adding “marginal water” to the definition of 
“groundwater”.  Marginal water means water which has at least 5,000 and less than 10,000 parts 
per million total dissolved solids. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Jails/Housing:  HB 3470 by Rep. John Jordan (R-Yukon) and Sen. Lonnie Paxton (R-Tuttle) 
amends 19 O.S. Section 180.43 regarding the county sheriff contracting with federal and state 
entities and municipalities for the feeding, care, housing and upkeep of prisoners, or alien 
detainees incarcerated in the county jail. Funds from these contracts shall be deposited in the 
“Sheriff’s Service Fee Account”. Funds may be expended for “capital expenditures”. The bill takes 
effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Energy Conservation:  HB 3536 by Rep. Chad Caldwell (R-Enid) and Sen. Greg McCortney (R-
Ada) amends the Oklahoma County and City Energy Conservation Act by adding water-metering 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3260.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3290.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3330.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3347.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3353.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3388.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3405.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3470.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/3536.pdf


17 
© 2018 Oklahoma Municipal League, Inc.  

 

 

devices that increase efficiency or accuracy of water measurement and energy reduction to the 
definition of energy conservation measures.  Impacted is repayment of lease-purchase 
agreements which shall not exceed the “greater of 20” years and procedure for energy 
conservation contracts.  Amendments are made in 62 O.S. Section 318 changing the definition of 
“performance-based efficiency contract” including adding water-metering devices, changing lease 
purchase agreements, State Bond Advisor consultation and method of calculating cost savings. 
The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Wind Energy/Military Installations:  HB 3561 by Rep. Charles Ortega (R-Altus) and Sen. Mike 
Schulz (R-Altus) amends 17 O.S. Sections 160.20 and 160.21 regarding construction of proposed 
wind energy facility or proposed expansion. It shall not encroach or have a significant adverse 
impact on the mission, training or operations of any military installation as determined by the 
Military Aviation and Installation Assurance Siting Clearinghouse and AFA. A written 
Determination of No Hazard or mitigation plan is not prohibited. Regulation and rule-making is 
with the Corporation Commission. Notice requirements are required to be sent to the Oklahoma 
Strategic Military Planning Commission and local base commanders. The bill went into effect on 
April 3, 2018. 

 
SENATE BILLS OF MUNICIPAL INTEREST THAT PASSED: 

 
Juveniles/Court Records:  SB 224 by Sen. A J Griffin (R-Guthrie) and Rep. Chris Kannady (R-
OKC) amends various sections of Title 10A regarding the confidentiality of youthful offender court 
records. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Municipal Court:  SB 340 by Sen. Greg Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. Elise Hall (R-OKC) amends 11 
O.S. Section 28-124 regarding jail times for a person convicted in a municipal court of record.  If 
the defendant is without means to pay the fine or costs, and no undue hardship would result, the 
municipal judge may direct the defendant to perform community service at a rate of not less than 
the current federal minimum wage. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Pension/Actuarial Analysis Act:  SB 527 by Sen. Gary Stanislawski (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Randy 
McDaniel (R-Edmond) alters the definition of a non-fiscal bill in the Oklahoma Pension Legislative 
Actuarial Analysis Act.  Municipalities are impacted by authorizing the purchase, by an active 
member of the retirement system, of years of service for purposes of reaching a normal 
retirement date.  This cannot be used to compute the number of years of service for purposes of 
computing the retirement benefit for the member.  The bill takes effect on October 1, 2018. 
 
Open Meeting Act/Executive Session Expansion:  SB 898 by Sen. Roger Thompson (R-
Okemah) and Rep. Greg Babinec (R-Cushing) adds two additional items to matters that can be 
discussed in executive session. The first is safety and security at state penal institutions or 
correctional facilities. The second is contract negotiations involving contracts requiring approval of 
the Board of Corrections, which shall be limited to members of the public body, its attorney and 
immediate staff. No person who may profit directly or indirectly by a proposed transaction, which 
is under consideration, may be present or participate in the executive session. The bill takes 
effect on August 2, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Pharmacists:  SB 956 by Sen. A J Griffin (R-Guthrie) and Rep. Chad 
Caldwell (R-Enid) provides for the State Board of Pharmacy to employ inspectors and pharmacist 
compliance officers “in the investigation of criminal activity or preparation of administrative 
actions”.  Any inspector certified as a peace officer by CLEET shall have statewide jurisdiction to 
perform duties authorized by this section.  Such inspectors shall be considered peace officers 
having the same powers and authority as that granted to peace officer. The bill takes effect on 
November 1, 2018. 
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Law Enforcement/Human Trafficking:  SB 1005 by Sen. A J Griffin (R-Guthrie) and Rep. Chris 
Kannady (R-OKC) amends human trafficking by creating a law enforcement duty for “any peace 
officer or employee of a district court” to assume protective custody over a minor. The duty is 
triggered if the officer has a reasonable suspicion that a minor may be a victim of human 
trafficking and is in need of immediate protection. The bill contains details including required 
emergency social services including medical examination/treatment or a mental health 
assessment. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
CLEET/Basic Peace Officer:  SB 1023 by Sen. Greg McCortney (R-Ada) and Rep. Todd 
Thomsen (R-Ada) authorizes CLEET to conduct full-time Basic Peace Officer Certification 
Academies and other law enforcement related training for individuals not commissioned or 
appointed by a law enforcement agency. It provides that any fees relating to meeting the 
requirements will be the responsibility of the individual. Upon successful completion of the Basic 
Peace Officer Certification Academy, the individual's CLEET certification will become effective 
upon employment by an Oklahoma law enforcement agency.  Employment and certification must 
be obtained within two (2) years of completion of the Basic Peace Officer Certification Academy. 
The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Finance/Auditor:  SB 1042 by Sen. Greg Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. Mike Osburn (R-Edmond) 
amends 11 O.S. Section 17-105.1 regarding required auditor filings with the State Auditor and 
Inspector who may contract for the “preparation” and reporting of the information submitted on the 
form. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Controlled Dangerous Substances:  SB 1078 by Sen. A J Griffin (R-
Guthrie) and Rep. Tim Downing (R-Purcell) adds substances to the Trafficking in Illegal Drugs 
Act. The bill will take effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Vehicle Weight:  SB 1089 by Sen. Micheal Bergstrom (R-Adair) and Rep. 
Terry O’Donnell (R-Catoosa) amends 47 O.S. Section 14-109 regarding vehicle weight limits on 
“interstate” highways.  Current law impacts “any road or highway”. In addition, 47 O.S. Section 
14-109 is amended regarding regulation of specific large vehicles operating under special permits 
with a definition added for oversized or overweight vehicles used for specialized transportation. 
The bill takes effect on July 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/DUI:  SB 1091 by Sen. Greg Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. Dustin Roberts (R-
Durant) amends 47 O.S. Section 11-902 by removing current law’s language authorizing the 
district attorney to seek to enhance punishment. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Right-of-Way/High-Wide Corridors:  SB 1114 by Sen. Micheal Bergstrom (R-Adair) and Rep. 
Terry O’Donnell (R-Catoosa) creates a number of specific high-wide corridors in different 
geographical areas of the state with permits issued by DPS. Exclusive of municipal limits, no 
person may install any structures within the affected area without a permit from the Department of 
Transportation and several specific actions are prohibited. The Department of Transportation 
shall create additional design standards for improvements to prevent interference from permanent 
structures as described in the bill. Political subdivisions are directed to attempt to reach 
agreements among affected parties regarding allocation of costs and provision of services related 
to removing permanent structures that interfere with high-wide loads. Also, political subdivisions 
shall attempt to reach agreement with persons using the high-wide routes to provide timely 
vehicle escorts. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Ambulance/Liens:  SB 1118 by Sen. Ervin Yen (R-OKC) and Rep. Dale Derby (R-Owasso) 
amends several sections in Title 42 regarding liens for every governmental entity or trust authority 
operating an ambulance service for any person injured as a result of the negligent or intentional 
act of another.  Also impacted are physicians performing medical services and other professional 
persons in the healing arts as well as hospitals. It removes current law’s requirement for written 
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notice setting forth “an itemized” statement of the amount claimed. The bill went into effect on 
May 3, 2018. 
 
Government Entity/Religious Convictions:  SB 1140 by Sen. Greg Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. 
Travis Dunlap (R-Bartlesville) prohibits a state or local government entity from denying a private 
child-placing agency any grant, contract, or participation in a government program because the 
agency’s objection to performing or parting in a placement violates the agency’s written religious 
or moral convictions or policies. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Occupational License/Military Training:  SB 1141 by Sen. J.J. Dossett (D-Sperry) and Rep. 
Chris Kannady (R-OKC) amends 59 O.S. Sections 4100.4 and 4100.5 to require any state 
licensing or certification authority to implement rules or laws for recognizing appropriate military 
training and experience for its occupational or professional licensing or certification process. The 
bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Water Rights/DEQ:  SB 1147 by Sen. Frank Simpson (R-Ardmore) and Rep. Tommy Hardin (R-
Madill) amends DEQ’s jurisdiction in 27A O.S. Section 1-3-101 by adding the development and 
utilization of policies and requirements necessary for the implementation of Oklahoma 
Groundwater Quality Standards to the extent that the implementation of such standards are within 
the scope of the Department’s jurisdiction, including but not limited to the establishment of points 
of compliance when warranted.” The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Abuse:  SB 1150 by Sen. A J Griffin (R-Guthrie) and Rep. Todd Russ (R-
Cordell) creates new law requiring school officers or employees or members of a board of 
education to notify law enforcement of any verbal threat or act of threatening behavior which 
reasonably may have the potential to endanger students, school personnel or school property.  In 
addition, a school employee who has reason to believe that a student is a victim of abuse or 
neglect shall report the matter promptly to DHS and local law enforcement. The bill takes July 1, 
2018. 
 
Law Enforcement/Traffic Citations:  SB 1203 by Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore) and Rep. 
Dustin Roberts (R-Durant) amends 47 O.S. Section 11-801 by altering speeding fines/costs for 
offenses in subsection B or F.  For 1 to 10 miles per hour over the speed limit for offenses 
occurring prior to November 1, 2022 the fine is $5 with costs and fees not to exceed $95.  The 
money is then divided in new law to various entities/purposes such as the District Attorney, 
Sheriff, Attorney General, CLEET and the like.  For an offense occurring on or after November 1, 
2022 for 1 to 10 miles per hour over the limit the fine is $10. The bill takes effect on August 2, 
2018. 
 
Quality Events Incentive Act:  SB 1252 by Sen. Gary Stanislawski (R-Tulsa) and Rep. John 
Pfeiffer (R-Mulhall) extends the sunset day of the Oklahoma Quality Events Incentive Act to June 
30, 2021. It removes the requirement for an economic impact study and bases incentive 
payments on actual differences in sales tax collections. The bill requires the Oklahoma Tax 
Commission to designate one employee for processing information, making determinations and 
any other duties related to the Oklahoma Quality Events Incentive Act. The bill takes effect on 
July 1, 2018. 
 
Water Rights:  SB 1294 by Sen. Roland Pederson (R-Burlington) and Rep. John Pfeiffer (R-
Mulhall) amends several sections of groundwater law regarding the use of hydrologic surveys to 
determine the tentative maximum annual yield (MAY).  OWRB is authorized to cooperate with 
tribal agencies as well as state and federal agencies.  In addition, in making its final determination 
as to MAY, which is allocated by “a regular permit”, OWRB may allow for delayed or gradual 
implementation of equal proportionate share allocations if current total allocated amount of 
groundwater is 25% or less of the MAY.  Such delayed or gradual implementations may be 
authorized only if it would not interfere or violate limits applicable to use of water from a sensitive 
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sole source aquifer, or allow the use of groundwater in excess of 25% of MAY.  It shall not affect 
any regular permit and shall be effectuated by issuance of appropriate temporary permits. In 
subsequent basin or sub-basin hearings, and after additional hydrologic surveys, OWRB may 
increase the amount of water allocated but shall not decrease the water allocated by “regular 
permits issued prior to completion of the additional hydrologic surveys”.  Finally, changes are 
made to 82 O.S. Section 1020.17 by allowing withdrawal of water by regular and temporary 
permits and Section 1020.18 OWRB making a well location exception under 82 O.S. Section 
1020.18. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Alcoholic Beverages/Location Requirements:  SB 1332 by Sen. Stephanie Bice (R-OKC) and 
Rep. Glen Mulready (R-Tulsa) amends 37A O.S. Section 2-139 impacting establishments 
licensed prior to October 1, 2018 to sell low-point beer within 300 feet of any public or private 
school or church.  Such establishments shall be permitted to have any license in effect on 
October 1, 2018, transferred to a mixed beverage license; provided, if such an establishment 
ceases to regularly be open to the public or changes ownership, the provision of this paragraph 
shall cease to apply.  The bill takes effect on October 1, 2018. 
 
Alcoholic Beverages/Closure Hours:  SB 1336 by Sen. Stephanie Bice (R-OKC) and Rep. 
Marcus McEntire (R-Duncan) modifies the hours during which alcoholic beverages may be sold. It 
permits municipalities to enact ordinances requiring certain premises be closed to the public 
between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m., provided, no ordinance can be enacted for 
premises to open later than 6:00 a.m. or close earlier than 2:00 a.m. The bill takes effect on 
October 1, 2018.  
 
Law Enforcement/Arrests/Prescription Drugs:  SB 1367 by Sen. Ervin Yen (R-OKC) and Rep. 
Dale Derby (R-Owasso) prohibits a peace officer from taking a person into custody based solely 
on the commission of an offense involving prescription drugs if the law enforcement officer, after 
making a reasonable determination and considering the facts and surrounding circumstances. 
The bill establishes criteria for making the determination. A person who meets the criteria will not 
be subject to prosecution or receive a mitigated sentence for a drug offense or not have property 
seized or forfeited on the basis of a drug violation if evidence is obtained that they were seeking 
emergency medical assistance or intervening to prevent a drug overdose. It prohibits a person 
from initiating or maintaining an action against a peace officer or the employing political 
subdivision based on the officer's compliance or failure to comply with the bill's provisions. The 
bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Small Wireless Facilities Deployment Act:  SB 1388 by Sen. Greg Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. 
Todd Thomsen (R-Ada) establishes processes and procedures for installation by a wireless 
service provider of small wireless facilities and utility poles in rights-of-way.  The bill gives a 
wireless provider the right to collocate small wireless facilities and install, maintain, modify, 
operate and replace utility poles along, across, on, or underneath rights-of-way. The bill requires 
a wireless provider to comply with reasonable and nondiscriminatory requirements prohibiting 
communication service providers from installing structures in rights-of-way in areas designated 
solely for underground or buried cable and facilities. It permits an authority, on a 
nondiscriminatory basis, to refrain from charging any rate to a wireless provider for the use of the 
right-of-way. It establishes the rate for use of the right of way. It grants a wireless provider the 
right, as a permitted use not subject to zoning review or approval, to collocate small wireless 
facilities and install, maintain, modify, operate and replace utility poles along, across, upon, and 
under the rights of way. The bill requires the structures and facilities be installed and maintained 
as not to obstruct or hinder the usual travel or public safety on such right-of-way or obstruct the 
legal use of such right-of-way by utilities. The wireless provider must abide by the NESC and 
OSHA standards.  The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
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Elections/Fire Protection Districts:  SB 1403 by Sen. Marty Quinn (R-Claremore) and Rep. 
Mark Lepak (R-Claremore) amends 26 O.S. Section 3-101 by adding Fire Protection Districts to 
this statute for eligible election dates. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
DEQ/Used Tire Recycling Fund:  SB 1412 by Sen. Mike Schulz (R-Altus) and Rep. Charles 
McCall (R-Atoka) modifies the apportionment of revenue from the Used Tire Recycling Indemnity 
Fund from the Department of Environmental Quality. It provides the revenue apportioned to the 
fund cannot exceed the three-year average of the revenue apportioned in fiscal years 2015, 2016 
and 2017 and that any amount in excess of the average be deposited in the General Revenue 
Fund. It also modifies an additional apportion from the fund to the department and the Oklahoma 
Tax Commission, providing the revenue apportioned cannot exceed the three-year average. The 
bill takes effect on August 2, 2018. 
 
Tag Agents/Location:  SB 1439 by Sen. Mike Schulz (R-Altus) and Rep. Charles McCall (R-
Atoka) removes the population limits for the location of motor license agencies in 47 O.S. Section 
1140. The removed language is counties with a population of less than 130,000 and 
municipalities having a population of less than 8,500 located in a county having a population of 
greater than 130,000. In addition, a population limits is placed on a motor license agency being 
the primary source of income for the agent. For this to apply, the county must have a population 
in excess of 30,000 persons. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Occupational Licensing:  SB 1475 by Sen. Adam Pugh (R-Edmond) and Rep. Mike Osburn (R-
Edmond) known as the Occupational Licensing Review Act creates the Occupational Licensing 
Advisory Commission.  The Commission shall review each occupational or professional licensing 
act in this state.  Included is a public meeting with a vote to determine whether to recommend to 
the Legislature that a license be maintained, modified, or repealed.  A report is given to the 
Governor and legislative leaders and placed on the Department of Labor website.  The bill takes 
effect on July 1, 2018. 
 
Alcoholic Beverages/Licenses: SB 1498 by Sen. Stephanie Bice (R-OKC) and Rep. Glen 
Mulready (R-Tulsa) authorizes any political subdivision which is entitled to notice of any 
application for a license to be considered an interested party and shall be given notice of any 
issuance of license.  The political subdivision is also entitled to appeal any issuance in the same 
manner as the applicant would be entitled to appeal a denial of the license application.  In 
addition, notice of an application for a license shall be mailed to the “chief of police” of any city or 
town.  The bill takes effect on October 1, 2018. 
 
Alcoholic Beverages/License:  SB 1499 by Sen. Stephanie Bice (R-OKC) and Rep. Glen 
Mulready (R-Tulsa) allows the Alcoholic Beverage Law Enforcement Commission to issue a 
license to a person who has been convicted of a felony if such conviction was more than five 
years prior to the issuance of the license. The bill takes effect on October 1, 2018. 
 
Elevator Safety Act/Inspections:  SB 1529 by Sen. Dave Rader (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Carl 
Newton (R-Cherokee) amends the Elevator Safety Act in a number of ways. It removes a penalty 
provision, alters elevator registration, changes inspections for “new nonresidential installations”, 
adds a third-party inspector and alters the period for property owners to be in full compliance with 
correcting violations. The bill takes effect on November 1, 2018. 
 
Roofing Contractor Registration Act/Labor Only Crews:  SB 1535 by Sen. A J Griffin (R-
Guthrie) and Rep. Mike Osburn (R-Edmond) amends the Roofing contractor Registration Act by 
adding a definition of “labor only crews” and “prefabricated or pre-engineered metal building 
erector” and altering the definition of “residential roofing contractor work”. Metal building erectors 
who install prefabricated-or pre-engineered-metal-building packages and labor only crews are 
then included in the section of those exempted from the Act. The bill takes effect on July 1, 2018. 
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Wind Energy/Military Bases:  SB 1576 by Sen. Mike Schulz (R-Altus) and Rep. Charles Ortega 
(R-Altus) amends 17 O.S. Section 160.20 to protect the operation of any military installation or 
branch of the military regarding proposed wind energy facilities or proposed wind energy facility 
expansion. These facilities shall not encroach or otherwise have a significant adverse impact on 
missions, training or operations.  No wind energy facility may be constructed or expanded unless 
an active Determination of No Hazard from the FAA or an approved mitigation plan is obtained 
from the Military Aviation and Installation Assurance Siting Clearinghouse.  These are filed with 
the Corporation Commission, which is authorized to make rules. Amendments are made to 17 
O.S. Section 160.21 regarding notification of intent to build a facility which must also be submitted 
to the Oklahoma Strategic Military Planning Commission. The bill went into effect on May 2, 2018. 
 

LEGISLATION VETOED BY GOVERNOR FALLIN: 
 

Oklahoma Vision Fund:  HB 1401 by Rep. John Montgomery (R-Lawton) and Sen. John Sparks 
(D-Norman) created the Oklahoma Vision Act. The bill established the Oklahoma Vision Fund 
and required, beginning July 1, 2020, that 5 percent of total revenue from the gross production 
tax on oil and gas be deposited into the fund, as well as any amounts appropriated by the 
Legislature; any other deposits and apportionments from other sources as may be provided for by 
law; and investment and income returns from fund principal. It allowed for not more than five 
percent (5%) of the money in the fund to be used for debt service payments due on bonds or 
other financing instruments issued by the State of Oklahoma, counties, municipalities, authorities, 
commissions, political subdivisions or any other governmental entities within the State of 
Oklahoma. It permitted one percent (1%) of the fund's investment earnings to be used by the 
Office of the State Treasurer to manage the Oklahoma Vision Fund. It requires the State Auditor 
and Inspector to conduct an annual audit of the Oklahoma Vision Fund and its subaccounts, all 
expenditures derived from the Oklahoma Vision Fund, to report any findings to the Governor and 
the Legislature, and to make any documents pertaining to the audit publicly accessible. 
 
The veto message is as follows:  I have VETOED House Bill 1401. 
 

While I believe that HB1401 is well intentioned, it raises some significant 
concerns. Under HB1401, 5% of all receipts from gross production taxes on oil 
and gas are to be placed in a "Vision Fund" that will be invested by the State 
Treasurer. The amount deposited is to increase by 0.2% each subsequent year 
but sets no cap on the percentage of total actual revenue that is to be diverted 
away from current apportionments and general revenue into the fund. 
Presumably, by not having a cap in place, future legislatures would see an ever-
increasing amount of monies being diverted into this fund and away from other 
funds, like the Energy Stabilization Fund, which currently receive monies from 
gross production taxes. Lastly, up to 5% of the monies in the fund may be used 
for debt service payments by local counties, municipalities, authorities, 
commissions, political subdivisions, or any other governmental entities within the 
State of Oklahoma. The state should not be paying for obligations that are not its 
own. 
 
I appreciate the authors trying to find a creative solution to help the financial 
stability of the state. However, due to the potential problems that would inevitably 
arise from the bill as written, I have chosen to veto HB1401. 

 
Transportation/By-Pass:  SB 86 by Sen. Kim David (R-Porter) and Rep. George Faught (R-
Muskogee) amended 69 O.S. Section 1205 providing for all new construction of state highways 
that have a primary purpose of bypassing municipalities, the Department shall conduct an 
economic impact study on the affected municipalities. The study shall be conducted in addition to 
any study required by state or federal law.  Upon completion of the study the impact shall be 
delivered to the governing bodies of the municipalities. Only upon a written official letter of 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/SB/1576.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/HB/1401.pdf
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support formally approved by the municipal governing body from the majority of the affected 
municipalities, shall the construction project be added to the Department’s Eight-Year 
Construction Work Plan”. 
 
The veto message is as follows:  I have VETOED Senate Bill 86. 
 

I am vetoing SB 86 because this bill transfers the decision making on state 
transportation projects from the state Department of Transportation (ODOT) to 
local municipalities. 
 
Since the state began the ROADS program in 2005, it has been the practice of 
state leaders to allow the engineers and professionals at ODOT to make 
transportation project decisions based on sound data and not by political 
interference. The results of this practice have led to tremendous improvement in 
the condition of our transportation system evidenced by a reduction in structurally 
deficient bridges from 1,168 to 185. About 5,000 miles of pavement of the state's 
13,250-mile system have been reconstructed or resurfaced. Additionally, 325 
cable median barriers have been installed reducing horrific crossover accidents. 
However, it is important to hear and consider the concerns expressed by the 
community of Muskogee, and to that end I am asking ODOT to consider all 
options in improving the U.S. 69 corridor that has raised the concern of area 
citizens. Considering the opposition voiced by the community, it would be 
prudent to provide plenty of opportunity for input, and to give consideration to the 
effects on municipal revenue collections and the overall economic impact on the 
community. 

 
Internet Sales Tax:  SB 337 by Sen. Tom Dugger (R-Stillwater) and Rep. Greg Babinec (R-
Cushing) required out-of-state vendors making sales of tangible personal property for use in this 
state that does not collect use tax to file an annual statement with the Tax Commission. The 
statement for each purchaser must show the total amount paid for Oklahoma purchases during 
the preceding calendar year. Retailers or vendors that did not collect use tax that make 
Oklahoma sales of more than $100,000 in a year, would have been required by OTC to 
electronically file the annual statement. Failure to file shall subject the retailer or vendor to a 
penalty of $10 for each purchaser unless they show reasonable cause of such failure.   
 
The veto message is as follows:  I have VETOED Senate Bill 337. 
 

The language in SB 337 is duplicative to HB 1019xx, passed during special 
session, that requires remote sellers making sales into this state that do not 
collect tax to file an annual statement with the Oklahoma Tax Commission 
identifying each customer and their Oklahoma purchases during the preceding 
calendar year.  
 
HB 10l9xx provides for remote sellers that had sales within this state of at least 
$10,000 within the last 12 months to make an election to either file an annual 
statement with the Oklahoma Tax Commission of Oklahoma purchases made 
during the preceding calendar year for each customer OR collect and remit the 
tax on sales into the state. No similar provision is contained in SB 337.  
 
The Tax Commission has reported a positive response from remote sellers with 
the provisions of HB 1019xx already passed by this Legislature for collecting and 
remitting the tax on sales into the state. Those collections would not only include 
the state tax but the tax for our cities and counties as well.  
 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/SB/86.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/SB/337.pdf
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While well intended, SB337 does not substantially increase the requirements on 
remote sellers and the differing reporting dates and effective dates may create 
confusion for remote sellers and have unintended negative consequences on the 
effective collection of state and local taxes under HB 1019xx.  

 
Firearms:  SB 1212 by Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. Jeff Coody (R-Grandfield) 

would have implemented “constitutional carry” in Oklahoma.  This bill would have made a major 

policy change in Oklahoma by eliminating the requirement that Oklahoma residents obtain a 

permit before carrying a loaded handgun in public. It will 1) negate the rights of business and 

property owners to prohibit guns from being carried into their businesses; 2) jeopardize the rights 

of event hosts to prohibit weapons at high-economic impact events; 3) eliminate or reduce the 

ability of colleges and universities to regulate weapons on campus; or, 4) lessen the ability of law 

enforcement officials to protect the public’s safety.   

The veto message is as follows:  I have VETOED Senate Bill 1212.  
 

Oklahoma is a state that respects the Second Amendment. As Governor, I have 
signed both concealed carry and open carry legislation. I support the right to bear 
arms and own a pistol a rifle and a shotgun. 
Oklahomans believe that law-abiding individuals should be able to defend 
themselves. I believe the firearm requirements we currently have in state law are 
few and reasonable. SB 1212 eliminates the training requirements for persons 
carrying a firearm in Oklahoma. It reduces the level of the background check 
necessary to carry a gun. 
 
SB 1212 eliminates the current ability of Oklahoma law enforcement to 
distinguish between those carrying guns who have been trained and vetted and 
those who have not. 
 
Again, I believe the laws we currently have in place are effective, appropriate and 
minimal and serve to reassure our citizens that people who are carrying in this 
state are qualified to do so. 

 
Bail Bonds/Charges:  SB 1251 by Sen. James Leewright (R-Bristow) and Rep. Josh West (R-
Grove) amended 59 O.S. Sections 1327 and 1332 regarding the bond being exonerated by 
operation of law in which the defendant has new or additional charges. 
 
The veto message is as follows:  I have VETOED Senate Bill 1251. 
 

The language in subparagraph F, page 3, does not adequately protect the public 
in situations where the defendant is not in custody and the bond is exonerated by 
operation of law. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you again for all your tireless efforts and your dedication to making Oklahoma towns and 
cities THE BEST!!!    Because of YOU, we were able to accomplish many of our goals for 
Oklahoma’s cities and towns.   

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/SB/1212.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/legislation/56th/2018/2R/SB/1251.pdf

